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LETTER XXIV

the Park, and made me walk with them till nine, like
unreasonable whelps: so I got not here till ten: but it
was a fine evening, and the foot-path clean enough already
after this hard rain.
27.   Going this morning to town, I saw two old lame
fellows walking to a brandy-shop, and when they got to
the door, stood a long time complimenting who should
go in first. Though this be no jest to tell, it was an
admirable one to see. I dined to-day with my lord Oxford
and the ladies, the new countess, and lady Betty,7 who
has been these three days a lady born. My lord left us at
seven, and I had no time to speak to him about some
affairs; but he promises in a day or two we shall dine
alone; which is mighty likely, considering we expect every
moment that the queen will give him the staff, and then he
will be so crowded, he will be good for nothing: for aught
I know he may have it to-night at council.
28.  I had a petition sent me t'other day from one
Stephen Gernon, setting forth that he formerly lived with
Harry Tenison,8 who gave him an employment of ganger;
and that he was turned out after Harry's death, and came
for England, and is now starving, or, as he expresses it,
the staff of life has been of late a stranger to his appetite.
To-day the poor fellow called, and I knew him very well,
a young slender fellow with freckles in his face; you must
remember him; he waited at table as a better sort of
servant.  I gave him a crown, and promised to do what I
could to help him to a service, which I did for Harry
Tenison's memory. I was bloody hot walking to-day, and
I was so lazy I dined where my new gown was, at Mrs,
retirement. Hediedin 1738. In 1712 he was sent with instructions to the
plenipotentiaries at Utrecht; and in 1714 he went to Hanover to reassure
that Court on the succession (Carresp. i. 324; iL 138, 149, 155; v. 196;
vi. 83; Portland UBS. iii-vii, passim).
7 Elizabeth, Harley's daughter, for whom* see p. 135 n.72
* Henry Tenison, M.P. for co. Louth. From 1704 to his death in 1709
he was a Commissioner of the Revenue in Ireland (LuttreU, Britf fy/atiox,
v. 381; vi. 523).